\\\\\“\‘“‘“‘,"l

S
Y,

%
&
-~

<
F
F
H
Z
Z
%

‘o

e

%
iy
o

HONOURING
HISTORY

()
""'“lu\\

Call the Hands

Issue No. 96 Jun/Jul 2026

From the President

Welcome to this edition of Call the Hands and accompanying occasional papers. | trust you
will find them of interest and provide feedback if you have suggestions for improvement.
Better still, if you have a story to share or information which adds to Australia’s naval history
please contact us.

This month’s occasional papers are all quite different. Dave Jordan provides the history of
the support vessel Kunghah Maris which was a tender to HMAS Creswell for sixteen years.
Desmond Woods provides insight into the culture of the Royal Australian and its evolution
over time while Richard Pelvin a former RAN historian examines the circumstances
confronting Australia and the RAN in 1940.

In 1940 many difficult questions confronted Australia’s policy makers. How many ships could
Australia afford to have in Europe and how long should they remain there? Given the war in
Europe there was uncertainty about whether Britain could really come to the aid of Australia.
Who would stand between Australia and the Japanese? What was the ideal naval force
structure required given the growing threat from Japan? What type of ships were needed?
How capable and efficient were Australia’s shipyards to construct warships in numbers and
to provide repair and maintenance support which was equally important?

It has been a busy time for the committee and volunteers. In recent days we launched the
John Jeremy memorial essay competition, completed the Naval Graves Project website and
have been developing a history seminar for junior officers at the Australian Defence Force
Academy in August. The many other events planned for Navy’s 125" anniversary year at the
Australian National Maritime Museum (ANMM) are outlined on page 15.

You can help by entering the essay competition or telling others about it, particularly senior
school students. Page 17 provides details.

The latest book published by the Society is now available through the website shop. Do not
miss out on your copy of Serving the Nation 1948 to 1972, Always underway 1948 — 1972 by
Ross Gillett. The initial print run was limited. Discounted copies will be on sale at the launch
event in Sydney on 24 July. A book review can be accessed via this link.

Looking ahead to the end of 2026, the Society’s AGM and another book launch have been
scheduled for Wednesday 18 November. This date was selected to coincide with the history
conference entitled, ‘“To Fight and Win at Sea - 125 Years of Australian Naval History’. This
conference which is co-hosted by the Sea Power centre-Australia and Australian Naval
Institute is scheduled for 19-20 November at the ANMM in Sydney. Further details will be
provided when they become available. Please put it in your diary.

Kind regards,
David Michael

Naval Historical Society www.navyhistory.au
PO Box 1206, secretary@navyhistory.au
Naval Historical Society Potts Point, NSW 1335 +612 9537 0034

of Australia 71094 118 434
Chief of Navy



https://navyhistory.au/john-jeremy-memorial-essay-competition-2026/
https://navalgraves.navyhistory.au/
https://navyhistory.au/shop/serving-the-nation-1948-to-1972-always-underway-1948-1972/
Launch%20Event:%20Serving%20the%20Nation%201948%20to%201972%20&%20The%20Naval%20Graves%20Project%20Tickets,%20Friday%2024%20July%20%20•%20%202%20PM%20-%204%20PM%20|%20Eventbrite
Launch%20Event:%20Serving%20the%20Nation%201948%20to%201972%20&%20The%20Naval%20Graves%20Project%20Tickets,%20Friday%2024%20July%20%20•%20%202%20PM%20-%204%20PM%20|%20Eventbrite
https://navyhistory.au/book-review-serving-the-nation-always-underway-1948-1972-by-ross-gillett/
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Spectacle Island Explosives Complex, Historically Highly Significant

The heritage significance Spectacle Island is fully described in the National Heritage

Database. Key points include;

1. It was used for the manufacture of projectiles and has a direct association with
Australian participation in the First and Second World Wars.

2. The 1865 buildings are significant for their association with NSW Colonial Architect
James Barnet. Barnet-designed Victorian Georgian buildings including the Residence,
Guard Room and Barrack, Cooperage, Laboratory, Powder Magazine and the
Labourers Quarters.

3. Many of the 1890s-1900s era buildings, reflect Federation Free Style design including
the Filled Shell Store.



https://environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl?mode=place_detail;search=place_name%3Dspectacle%2520Island%3Bkeyword_PD%3Don%3Bkeyword_SS%3Don%3Bkeyword_PH%3Don;place_id=15323
https://environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl?mode=place_detail;search=place_name%3Dspectacle%2520Island%3Bkeyword_PD%3Don%3Bkeyword_SS%3Don%3Bkeyword_PH%3Don;place_id=15323

The Future of Spectacle Island
By Robert Curran

The following is republished with permission from Mr Robert Curran an armaments historian
who maintains the website RAN Armament Depots. His recent update on Spectacle Island is
republished here due to serious concerns that the Island may be allowed to fall further into
decay whilst its future is decided and that its heritage values remain protected when/if it
transfers to non-Commonwealth ownership.

The Minister for Defence announced on 4 February 2026 plans to divest Spectacle Island
from the Australian Defence estate.

I's no surprise that Spectacle Island hasn’t featured much in the public conversation about
this plan. After all, the Island has not been accessible to the general public since the 1860s
and as a result is little known in the wider NSW community.

“

The Cooperage, Spectacle Island Building 7 (Courtesy of Naval Historical Society)

It is one of the harbour’s heritage gems, an isolated, tightly packed group of mostly well-
constructed brick and sandstone buildings almost all predating the 1920s. A Commonwealth-
listed heritage place, it served successively as a NSW colonial government powder
magazine, a Royal Navy armament depot and finally a Royal Australian Navy armament
depot.

In the most recent heritage management plan for the Island, in 2013, the Island was
assessed thus:


https://borclaud.au/ranad/about_spectacle.html

"The place has significant heritage values meeting the Commonwealth Heritage
threshold at an exceptional level. The assessment indicates that the whole site has
potential National Heritage values which would be the subject of a future
assessment. The island as a whole is ranked as Exceptional ... with outstanding
values to the nation."

Spectacle Island needs to find another use in public ownership that respects and maintains
its heritage status, ensures public access, and generates sufficient revenue to pay for its
ongoing maintenance.

With an island landform, a harbour location, industrial contamination, probable susceptibility
to sea level rise, First Nations interest and heritage classification, its future is going to be a
planning challenge for both government and the community.

For a quick visual overview of the Island view 160 photos in my Flickr photo album.

For a balanced opinion from the Sydney Morning Herald see: An incredibly rare proposition’:

Svydney Harbour island up for sale.

Read or download the most recent Heritage Management Plan for the Island. Volume 1 and
Volume 2.

The Australian Defence Department website provides an overview of the divestment
program.

The Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade References Committee of the Senate is conducting
an inquiry into the divestment program. Information about the inquiry and submissions to the
inquiry can be found on the Committee's webpages. The submission by the author of this
page is available here.

A workman gives instructions to the crane driver on lifting 8" shells from the wharf to load onto a
boat for transfer to a RAN cruiser. c. May 1940.
Courtesy AWM Collection
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/borclaud/albums/72157686449788811/
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/an-incredibly-rare-proposition-the-sydney-harbour-island-up-for-sale-20260212-p5o1pl.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/an-incredibly-rare-proposition-the-sydney-harbour-island-up-for-sale-20260212-p5o1pl.html
https://borclaud.au/ranad/SpectacleIs_HMP_2013_Vol1.pdf
https://borclaud.au/ranad/SpectacleIs_HMP_2013_Vol2.pdf
https://www.defence.gov.au/about/locations-property/delivering-future-estate
https://www.defence.gov.au/about/locations-property/delivering-future-estate
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Foreign_Affairs_Defence_and_Trade/DefenceEstates
https://borclaud.au/ranad/submission_136.pdf

USS Canberra Visit to Sydney 1960

Arare sightin May 1960 when the United States cruiser, USS Canberra visited Sydney for
Coral Sea commemorations.

The name USS Canberra is unigue in United States naval history. It had been an inflexible
rule that all US cruisers carry the name of an American State capital. Canberra is the only
departure from this custom. Her name is a compliment to the Royal Australian Navy for
their close co-operation and gallant efforts with the US Pacific Fleet during World War Il
and, in particular, a tribute to the Australian cruiser HMAS Canberra, lost with nearly 200
casualties including over 70 killed while operating with US units off Savo Island in
August, 1942. : - R

USS Canberra was a Baltimore
class heavy cruiser laid down on 3
September 1941. She was
christened at her launching on 19
April 1943 by Lady Alice C. Dixon,
the wife of the then Australian
Minister in Washington and was
commissioned on 14 October 1943.
Initially, the cruiser was to be
named Pittsburgh, but in 1942
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
ordered the 8-inch gun cruiser then
building to instead be renamed USS =
Canberra in honor of the Australian
cruiser HMAS Canberra which was
severely damaged by gunfire and
torpedoes from Japanese warships
and subsequently sunk by USN
warships at the Battle of Savo
Island on 9 August 1942.

On 12 October 1942 the ship was
officially renamed Canberra. The
battle of Savo Island was one of the
first major naval engagements in the
Pacific to feature a mixed force of
U.S. and Australian vessels fighting
side-by-side against the Japanese.
The common sacrifice of the HMAS

The photo shows USS Canberra berthed atthe fitting out

wharf Garden Island. Under the Hammerhead Crane are
two submarines, the larger one being the nuclear-powered
USS Halibut, at the time the largest submarine ever to visit

Canberra and other US and Australia and first nuclear powered vessel to visit. The
Australian vessels and sailors was smaller submarine is HMS Anchorite which was stationed
emblematic of the two countries' in Sydney. RAN Photo.

alliance, born in the grim early days
of World War Il. USS Canberra was the only US Naval vessel ever to be named in honor of
an allied foreign warship and with the name of a foreign capital city. Source: USS Canberra,

history.

Further Reading:
Dr John Nash, Port Visits to Australia by Nuclear-Powered Vessels: A Historical Context,
Sea Power Centre-Australia, 2023.



https://usscanberra.com/shiphistory.htm
https://usscanberra.com/shiphistory.htm
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/seapower.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-05/Port%20Visits%20to%20Australia%20by%20Nuclear-Powered%20Vessels%20-%20A%20Historical%20Context.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com

New on the Naval Art Website Pages

In recent weeks many new artworks by a variety of artists have been
added to the Society’s naval art web pages. Many of these have been
sourced from the “HMAS” a four volume book series published by the
Australian War Memorial between 1942 and 1945. The content in that
series was written and prepared by serving personnel.

Featured Artist: David Marshall
In the process of gathering information about artworks (the work itself,
its subject matter or the artist), Society volunteers often make contact
with the artist or their descendants. In the case of David Marshall only
one artwork had been posted to the website
and his biography was not available.

Fortunately, having contacted his daughter and
grandson who now manage David Marshall’'s
collection, we were delighted to learn that he
had painted almost all aircraft operated by the
Fleet Air Arm and that more than 12 of his
original works are in the Naval Heritage
Collection with a number on display at HMAS
Alpatross. A n.umber of his original W9rks and The late David Marshall at work on a large
prints are available through his website. canvas to record the arrival in Sydney of

Qantas’ first Airbus A380, “Nancy Bird
Walton”. David Marshall Aviation Art

RAN Sea King over HMAS Melbourne (Il) by David Marshall


https://navyhistory.au/explore-naval-art/
https://navyhistory.au/artist/david-marshall/
https://ehive.com/objects?query=cat_type%3Aart&facet=primary_creator_maker_facet%3ADavid%20Marshall
https://ehive.com/objects?query=cat_type%3Aart&facet=primary_creator_maker_facet%3ADavid%20Marshall
https://davidmarshallaviation.art/

HMAS Lolita

HMAS Lolita

With much of the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) fleet deployed to foreign waters in the early years of
the Second World War, the defence of Australia’s coastlines became a primary concern for the Naval
Board. The Naval Auxiliary Patrol (NAP) was a war-raised unit approved on 25 June 1941, charged
with patrolling and safeguarding Australia's inner harbours, ports, rivers and estuaries against enemy
sabotage or attack.

The NAP fleet was comprised primarily of former pleasure craft, offered freely by their owners, and
crewed by their owners and volunteers enlisted, from May 1942, into the RAN Volunteer Reserve.One
such vessel which served variously as an air sea rescue vessel, Channel Patrol Boat (CPB) and in the
NAP was HMAS Lolita.

Lolita was a 54-foot motor cruiser built in 1937 by WL Holmes & Co of Sydney. It was requisitioned for
naval service on 26 September 1941 and commissioned as a tender to HMAS Penguin in Sydney on
22 November 1941, under the command of Temp Warrant Officer Herbert Anderson, RANR(S). It was
subsequently purchased outright by the Navy on 25 June 1942.

Lolita was in action during the Midget Submarine attack on Sydney in May 1942 when she dropped
depth charges on submarine contacts.

Lolita served until 1945 when she was destroyed by an accidental fire in New Guinea.

Her full history is available at, https://seapower.navy.gov.au/history/units/hmas-lolita



https://seapower.navy.gov.au/history/units/hmas-lolita

WRANS - formed 85 years ago

As Australian men deployed to the various fronts of the Second World War, women ably
stepped into the void they left in the workforce at home. The need for their service in the
Royal Australian Navy (RAN) soon became clear.

The Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service (WRANS) was formed in April 1941. Their
shore-based communications work included wireless telegraphy and signals intelligence.
The group emerged from the Women’s Emergency Signals Corps (WESC), which had been
set up by Florence Violet McKenzie OBE in 1939.

Florence had spent much of the 1930s educating women in radio. She also observed that
training women in signals and wireless telegraphy would be useful in the looming conflict.
Florence was Australia’s first female electrical engineer. She completed a Diploma of
Electrical Engineering at Sydney Technical College in the 1920s.

McKenzie was ignored when she first proposed that the WESC be integrated into the RAN.
Undeterred, McKenzie’s persistence led to 14 female telegraphists from the WESC joining
the WRANS the RAN in April 1941.

As the war expanded into the Pacific, so did the WRANS. By the end of the war, over 3,000
women had enlisted, with 109 graduating as officers. Women were not allowed to serve on
ships during the Second World War. However, their roles soon expanded beyond those
lobbied for by McKenzie.


https://www.asd.gov.au/about/history/75th-anniversary/stories/2022-03-15-wrans

Women worked for intelligence organisations and at Government House in Canberra. Some
of the roles they undertook were:

e administrators

e recruiters

e mechanics

e messengers,

e educators.

Though the WRANS was —
disbanded after the war, it was g
reconstituted in 1951 to meet !
Cold War commitments. As in the
Second World War, there was
resistance to enlisting women,
but the need for personnel
prevailed. Women were still
unable to serve at sea, however,
and were discharged if they
married or fell pregnant.

In December 1959, the WRANS
was made a permanent part of
the RAN. A decade later, in 1969,
married women were permitted to
serve, and the automatic
discharge of pregnant women
ended in 1974.

The introduction of the Sex e S P e

. L. . . B ST S N Y S st A U . G
P|scr|m_|nat|on Act :_L984 made it Some of the first 22 WRANS on parade at HMAS Harman,
impossible to sustain a separate August 1941. (AWM)
women’s service. In September
that year, women were made eligible for sea service (though they did not go to sea in
substantial numbers until the 1990s). The WRANS was disbanded in 1985, and its personnel
incorporated into the RAN.

Further Reading

The Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service (WRANS), SPC-A, available at
https://www.navy.gov.au/about-navy/history/history-milestones/womens-royal-australian-
naval-service-wrans.Jennifer Selby, The First WRANS, AWM, available at
https://wm.awm.gov.au/read/first-wrans.

For the Diary
History of the WRANS and personal insights by former WRANS

Presented by Vivienne Murray and colleagues.
Wednesday 26 August at 2 PM, Australian National Maritime Museum, Sydney


https://www.navy.gov.au/about-navy/history/history-milestones/womens-royal-australian-naval-service-wrans
https://www.navy.gov.au/about-navy/history/history-milestones/womens-royal-australian-naval-service-wrans
https://wm.awm.gov.au/read/first-wrans

Video of the Month
The story of HMAS Bungaree — the RAN’s WWII minelayer

HMAS Bungaree was an auxiliary minelayer of the Royal Australian Navy which served
during World War Il. The ship was built as a cargo vessel for the Adelaide Steamship
Company by Caledon Shipbuilding & Engineering Company at Dundee, and launched in
1937. The ship operated in Australian waters and was requisitioned by the RAN in October
1940. She was decommissioned on 7 August 1946 and returned to her owners on 5
November 1947.

HMAS Bungaree — The Story Retold

By Andrew Mackinnon

Duration: 54 Minutes

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LiP08f40OMc

"';w ey
Honouring
History

B T = — e

More Society YouTube Videos

View more YouTube stories by the Naval Historical Society on our YouTube Channel.
Our channel features recordings of the monthly Zoom presentations to members.
If you missed one, just catch up later.

Occasional Papers
Occasional papers accompanying this edition of Call the Hands are;

e Occasional Paper 210 - Kungah Maris — loss of a much loved local lady.
e Occasional Paper 211 - The Culture of the Royal Australian Navy ‘then and now’.
e Occasional Paper 212 - RAN in 1940 the Calm before the Storm.

10


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LiP08f4OMc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_67zKEfDQwZvnsziSe8hIg
https://navyhistory.au/occasional-paper-210-kunghah-maris-loss-of-a-much-loved-local-lady/
https://navyhistory.au/occcasional-paper-211-the-culture-of-the-royal-australian-navy-then-and-now/
https://navyhistory.au/occasional-paper-212-australia-in-1940-the-calm-before-the-storm/

The Photo of the Month
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HMS Warspite (Queen Elizabeth-class battleship) refuelling HMAS Nestor at sea.
Image courtesy of Terry Dickens Collection, U.K

Early development of underway replenishment by ships at sea (stationary and underway)
was commenced by the U.S. Navy early in the 20" century. It remained very much
experimental during the First World War but by World War Two it had matured to such an
extent that dedicated fast fleet oilers enabled U.S. carrier task forces to conduct sustained
operations across the vast Pacific Ocean. These campaigns would otherwise have been
impossible without reliable refuelling at sea.

HMAS Nestor was one of eight N Class destroyers laid down in British shipyards during
1939 to the order of the Royal Navy. Five (Napier, Nestor, Nepal, Nizam and Norman) were
transferred to the Royal Australian Navy, two to the Royal Netherlands Navy and one to the
Polish Navy.

Further Reading
Naval Fuel Oil by Peter Colthorpe, published in the June 2018 edition of the Naval Historical
Review.

HMAS Nestor History, Sea Power Centre-Australia.
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https://navyhistory.au/naval-fuel-oil/
https://seapower.navy.gov.au/history/units/hmas-nestor

News

HMAS Eyre

Australia’s maritime frontline was
strengthened with the commissioning of
HMAS Eyre in a ceremony at Fleet
Base West on 1 June 2026. Eyre is the
second of six planned Arafura class
offshore patrol vessels (ACOPV) to
enter service, following the
commissioning of sister ship HMAS
Arafura in 2025. The 80-metre-long
ACOPV will help patrol and secure
Australia’s maritime border HMAS Eyre (RAN Image)

alongside the Evolved Cape-class

patrol boats. Together, they conduct a wide range of operations, including maritime border
patrol, fisheries protection and humanitarian and disaster relief. Eyre has a range of 4000
nautical miles and can perform roles previously requiring numerous vessels.

Source: Defence News

HMS Canberra Il Honoured

In less than two minutes, Canberra | was
struck more than 20 times by Japanese
shells and torpedoes, leaving the ship
crippled and many of her crew dead or
wounded. The surprise assault was
launched by a Japanese naval force
sent to the Solomon Islands to disrupt
US Marine Corps operations on
Guadalcanal. As the lead ship of the
allied screening force, Canberra | was v
the first vessel engaged in what became HMAS Diamantina ceremony to honour HMAS
known as the Battle of Savo Island. Canberra (I). (RAN Image)

Of its crew of 819, 84 were killed and 109 wounded. With the cruiser without power and
listing heavily, the order was given to abandon ship and scuttle her if steam could not be
raised. On the morning of August 9, 1942, after surviving the Japanese attack, Canberra as
sunk by allied gunfire to prevent her capture. She now rests in Ironbottom Sound, where
some 30 allied ships were lost during the Guadalcanal campaign.

The ships company of HMAS Diamantina paused to honour this legacy on 23 June 2026 as
the minehunter transited Ironbottom Sound enroute to Honiara. Diamantina’s Commanding
Officer Lieutenant Commander Sam Mairs led the ship’s company in a commemorative
service. He encouraged the crew to draw inspiration from the sacrifice of those who served
before them.
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This Month in History - June

June 1858

The Admiralty approved an expenditure of from £4000 to £6000 for rendering Garden Island,
Sydney, available for the repair of HM ships.

June 1912

The River class destroyer HMAS WARREGO, was commissioned at Cockatoo Island Dockyard,
Sydney, and CMDR G. F. Hyde, RN, was appointed as Commanding Officer.

June 1913

The Town class light cruiser HMAS SYDNEY, (CAPT J. C. T. Glossop, RN), was commissioned. SYDNEY
was laid down in Govan, Scotland, on 11 February 1911, and launched on 29 August 1912. Lady
Henderson, (Wife of ADML Sir Reginald Henderson, RN), performed the launching ceremony.

June 1917

HMAS MELBOURNE sailed from Birkenhead to rejoin the Grand Fleet at Scapa Flo and again became
a unit of the 2nd Light Cruiser Squadron

June 1918

The Australian Naval Board proposed to the Defence Council the early establishment of airship
stations at Sydney, Melbourne and Fremantle. Two non-rigid airships, and three kite balloons, were
to be stationed at each port. The proposal was not adopted by the Defence Council.

June 1923

HMAS GERANIUM struck a reef while surveying. She was re-floated the next day at high tide, but
her keel was badly buckled and holed in places. The reef that Geranium struck (south of Wheatley
Islet) was subsequently named Disaster Reef and the bay in which she stopped at for repairs was
named Geranium Bay.

June 1933

The prototype Supermarine Seagull V amphibian aircraft, designed for the RAN, was tested. The
aircraft, and the Walrus which developed from it, was used extensively in the RAN and the RN.
HMAS AUSTRALIA was the last warship to carry the aircraft in battle in 1944.

June 1940

HMAS VENDETTA commenced a long refit at Malta. During this time her ships company were
loaned to the Army, and became part of the force ready to repel a possible invasion of the island by
enemy forces.

June 1941

HMAS WATERHEN was heavily damaged in a bombing attack by German aircraft, east of Tobruk.
HMS DEFENDER, in going along side to pass a tow to WATERHEN, narrowly averted a collision with a
surfaced German submarine. WATERHEN later rolled over and sank while under tow. HMAS
LAUNCESTON was launched at Evans Deakin Yard, Brisbane. The ship was later transferred to the
Turkish Navy in 1946, and renamed AYANCIK.

June 1945

HMAS SHROPSHIRE bombarded Japanese positions on Labuan Island.

June 1950

HMA LST 3022 was sold to R.R. Coote for disposal. She had been in reserve since the end of 1946.
The vessel was purchased by the Queensland Cement and Lime Company. In September 1954, was
converted into a dredge, and renamed Coral. In this role she was operated alongside the former
Australian Army vessel CRUSADER, which had also been purchased by the Queensland Cement and
Lime Company, converted to a coral barge and renamed CEMENTCO

June 1955

724 Squadron commissioned into the RAN at NAS Nowra as a fixed-wing conversion training unit
with a variety of aircraft. (previously a RN Squadron number)

June 1968

The crew of a RAN-manned helicopter was injured when their gunship crashed near the base of
Blackhorse, Vietnam. They were rescued by an American helicopter, and returned to their base.

June 1974

HMAS BUNA, (landing craft heavy), lost her bow ramp in heavy seas off the NSW coast. She was
taken in tow and brought safely into port by HMAS PARRAMATTA

June 1987

As safety and supportability issues caught up with the ageing Wessex helicopters, National Task
duties were transferred to 817 Squadron and 816 Squadron decommissioned.

June 1993

HMAS SYDNEY (1V), departed for Operation DAMASK.

June 1999

HMAS JERVIS BAY, (high speed catamaran), was commissioned in Hobart. The vessel was a civilian
high-speed catamaran leased from the builders, (INCAT), for a two-year period. She was based in
Darwin and used extensively to ferry troops and equipment to and from Dili, (East Timor), following
the arrival of the International Force, (INTERFET), which had been deployed to restore peace to the
troubled region. Known fondly as the 'Dili-Express', she was returned to her owners in 2001.

June 2005

HMAS TOBRUK (Il) returned to Sydney after operations in the Middle East region under Operation
CATALYST. HMAS TOBRUK had transported 20 Australian Army ASLAV vehicles for operations in
Iraq.

June 2017

The ADV CAPE INSCRIPTION was commissioned at Fleet Base West.

June 2023

HMA Ships BENALLA and SHEPPARTON decommissioned at Cairns
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This Month in History - July

July 1884

The Admiralty requested the services of either HMQ Ships GAYUNDAH or PALUMA for survey duties
in northern waters. PALUMA was selected and converted for the purpose.

July 1900

The Victorian Naval Brigade Contingent, for the Boxer Rebellion, sailed from Melbourne in the
transport SALAMIS.

July 1912

HMAS ENCOUNTER, (CAPT B. M. Chambers, RN), was commissioned into the RN. As HMS
ENCOUNTER she was laid down in Devonport Dockyard on 28 January 1901, launched on 18 June
1902, and completed in December 1905. ENCOUNTER sailed in 1905 for service in the RN Australia
Squadron. She was presented to the RAN in 1912 for use as a seagoing training ship, pending
completion of HMAS BRISBANE.

July 1916

The RAN Bridging Train maintained bridges across the Suez Canal for the army fighting in the Sinai.
Heavy air raids were experienced at El Shatt and Port Tewfik during this period.

July 1918

The Australian transport BARUNGA, (former German ship SUMATRA), was torpedoed by a German
submarine off the Scilly Islands. The ship was manned by Australians, and was carrying 855
wounded Australian troops back to Australia. CAPT J. Buchanan disembarked all crew and
passengers before the ship sank.

July 1922

After uneventful service, little of which was spent at sea, the six J class submarines paid off into
Reserve at Westernport. The boats had become victims of the worsening economic conditions of
the time, coupled with their high cost of maintenance.

July 1935

HMA Ships AUSTRALIA and BRISBANE represented the RAN at the Jubilee Review of HRH King
George V, at Spithead, England.

July 1940

HMAS HOBART landed 687 officers and men of a Punjabi battalion at Berbera, to reinforce British
Somaliland.

July 1943

Coastwatchers LEUT H. Josselyn, RANVR, and SBLT R. Firth, RANVR, rescued 165 survivors of the USS
HELENA sunk off Vella Lavella Island in the Solomon Islands group by Japanese destroyers, in a night
engagement. The Coastwatchers cared for the sailors until they were taken off, despite the
presence of an enemy garrison of 600 troops on the island.

July 1948

HMAS QUIBERON encountered a typhoon near Guam, while en-route from Sasebo, Japan, to Manus
Island, New Guinea. As well as the crew, there were 60 Australian soldiers and airmen onboard. The
soldiers were returning to Australia from occupation duties in Japan, and the RAAF personnel were
gaining sea experience before transferring to the newly created RAN Fleet Air Arm.

July 1953

HMAS ANZAC (1) returned to Sydney after an absence of 305 days. Of these, 228 were spent at sea,
40 of them on patrol in the Korean War combat areas. During the entire period she steamed 57,865
miles.

July 1967

HMAS HOBART and USS EDSON, fired on a petroleum store, sank two large enemy landing craft,
damaged four more, scattered a truck convoy, and disrupted North Vietnamese communications in
a whirlwind attack near Don Hoi, Vietham.

July 1971

Three members of the RAN's Clearance Diving Team 3, received gallantry awards for service in
Vietnam:- DSC LEUT A. Donald, RAN; DSM POCD B. Bailey; DSM LSCD J. Aldenhoven.

July 1986

Sea King Mk50 side number 903 made an emergency Landing in the sea off Kiama during an anti-
submarine exercise with HMAS ADELAIDE when transmission oil lost. It capsized in the moderate
sea. HMAS ADELAIDE attempted salvage but struck the floating fuselage and the aircraft sank.

July 1999

The Collins class submarine HMAS WALLER, was commissioned. WALLER was laid down at The
Australian Submarine Corporation, Adelaide, and launched on 14 March 1997.

July 2012

HMAS ANZAC (IIl) deployed to the Middle East region for Operation SLIPPER.

July 2024

Following completion of their Officers Nuclear Operator Course and Engineering Administration
Course, Lieutenant Commander James, Lieutenant Stephen and Lieutenant Isabella were the first
Royal Australian Navy officers assigned to UK Astute class submarines.

The entries selected for publication this month are randomly generated from an extensive database of historic
naval events. The absence of a significant event is in no way intended to cause offence. The objective is to
provide a cross section of events across time. The Society’s website enables you to look up any event in RAN
history. Searches can be made by era, date look up or today. The latter appears on the home page. The others
are accessed via the Research page._https://www.navyhistory.org.au/research/on-this-day/

14



https://www.navyhistory.org.au/research/on-this-day/

For the Diary

Special Events at the Australian National Maritime Museum, 2026

During the 125" anniversary year of the Australian Navy the Museum has generously
supported the RAN. It has also partnered with the Naval Historical Society to host a series of
events during the second half of 2026.

24 July at 2PM.

15 August at 2 PM

26 August at 2 PM

12 September at 2 PM

23 October at 2PM

18 November, at 10:30AM

19-20 November

Book Launch: Serving The Nation — Ross Gillett

Review by John Mortimer

Book Launch: Serving The Nation — Ross Gillett

Website launch, Naval Graves Project (Reqister to attend)

Talk by John Vaughan: History of the Red Ensign and Naval
Flags.

Presentation by Vivienne Murray. The History of the WRANS

Book launch: Salt in his Veins: The Life of Vice Admiral Sir
Albert Poland KBE CB DSO DSC

By Vice Admiral Peter Jones AO DSC RAN (Ret'd)

AN article about the London book launch

Special Event: Naval Warfare developments over the last 50
Years

Examines the change in technology and action information
systems in RAN ships between the 1970s and 2020s.

Book launch. First Gulf War: RAN Logistics.
By Dr Victor Rudenno

History Conference — Sea Power Centre Australia

To Fight and Win at Sea: 125 Years of Australian Naval
History’ Conference

Australian National Maritime Museum, Sydney. NHSA image
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https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/launch-event-serving-the-nation-1948-to-1972-the-naval-graves-project-tickets-1989624748181?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true
https://www.amazon.com.au/Salt-his-Veins-Admiral-Albert/dp/1036156311
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Vice+Admiral+Peter+Jones+AO+DSC+RAN+%28Ret%27d%29&text=Vice+Admiral+Peter+Jones+AO+DSC+RAN+%28Ret%27d%29&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://navalinstitute.com.au/biography-of-tobruk-ferry-run-commander-launched/
https://seapower.navy.gov.au/publications-and-research/call-papers-fight-and-win-sea-125-years-australian-naval-history

Essay Competition in Honour of John Jeremy

Readers will be aware that this essay competition was launched on 26 June with
entries due in by Friday 16 October 2026. The award ceremony will be conducted in
Sydney on Friday 20 November.

To ensure the success of this important Society initiative we are engaging numerous
organisations and social media to promote entries by people from all walks of life
including serving personnel. You can help by passing on the details to senior school
students in particular. The prize money which is being contributed by several partner
organisations should be attractive to both the young and young at heart.

Please Assist

Professional $1,500.00 $500.00 $200.00
Adult Novice $1,500.00 $500.00 $200.00
Senior Students $1,500.00 $500.00 $200.00

Full Details

Competition details can be found on the Society’s website,
https://navyhistory.au/. Just select the button on the home page.
or scan this QR code.

Download the flyer.

N7
The Naval Historica @ Society of Australia

ABEN 71094 118 434 Patron: Chief of Navy

()
Monouring
History

JOHN JEREMY MEMORIAL ESSAY COMPETITION
2026

The Naval Historical Society of Australia ams to promote knoviadge

of and interest in Australia®s nch naval history. This essay competition

is named in honour of John Jeremy, our long-standing Vice President
of the NHSA, naval architect, shipbuilder, histarian, author, editor,
yachtsman, photographer and an inspiration to all who met him.,

Original thinkers are sought who, through their work or studies can
promote discussion around Australian naval history and its
implication for the future of Australia

The winning essays and honourable mantions will be published in
The Naval Historical Review.

The is in three as follows.
1. Professional Division: Includes Joumalists, Defence Officials, Academics, Naval Personnel and

previous contributors to Naval Histonical Review.
2 Adult Novice: Noa-professionsl adults over 18 years of sge nol working as a professiorn
3. Senior Students; Students aged 16 10 18 years of age.

Professional and Adult Novice entries should be 2,600 1o 3.000 words in length.

1st Place 2nc Place  3rd Place
Professional §1.500.00 $500.00
Adult Novice §1.500.00 $500.00
Senior Students $1.500.00  $500.00

Highly Commended Entries

Al the organising committee’s discreticn
additional non-monetary awards may be made.
These could taks the fonm of bock prizes, Sydnsy
Harbour naval history cruises and ship or
eslablishment visits subject 1o RAN approval

Deadline Friday 16 October 2026.
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https://navyhistory.au/
https://navyhistory.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/JCJeremy-Essay-Comp-Flyer-2026-20260620-002443-UdKE0.pdf

Website Links

The Society is proud of the great variety of content on its website. The following is provided
as a guide to some of our key features. Have a surf.

Society Events

YouTube Channel

Follow us on Facebook

LINK LINK LINK
Naval éoricul ﬁ
ofszijlf:gﬁu
Explore Naval Art Podcasts On This Day
LINK LINK LINK

Events on Google
Earth

Naval Heritage
Sites

Chapel of

Remembrance
Commemorative plaque
Application form

Call the Hands,
Back Copies

Please browse
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https://navyhistory.au/
https://navyhistory.au/events/
https://www.youtube.com/@navalhistoricalsocietyofau2228
https://www.facebook.com/navalhsa/
https://navyhistory.au/explore-naval-art/
https://navyhistory.au/podcast/
https://navyhistory.au/research/date-look-up/
https://earth.google.com/web/@-11.72063198,138.73024846,-643.18949224a,31465705.30175687d,30.00001439y,-0h,0t,0r/data=CgRCAggBMikKJwolCiExUlJBV3VxbFJoSWhjNk8wWHdQMkltalVpR01vU1NzejAgAToDCgEwQgIIAEoICJek94gCEAE?authuser=0
https://navyhistory.au/naval-heritage-sites/
https://navyhistory.au/wp-content/uploads/Plaques-Dedication-Order-Form-2016.pdf
https://navyhistory.au/research/newsletters-call-the-hands/
https://navyhistory.au/product-category/membership/
https://navyhistory.au/shop/
https://navyhistory.au/explore-naval-art/
https://navyhistory.au/research/date-look-up/

