
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1942 Japanese midget submarine attack on ships in Sydney Harbour remains a topical subject. 
However, many Sydneysiders know little about this watershed event. It was the first attack on Sydney 
and its impact changed Australia from a quiet backwater of the Second World War to a vital 
springboard for the defeat of Japan. 

This cruise will provide a detailed description of events leading up to and during the attack. 

Your cruise boat will take you to sites on the Harbour where key events occurred and a comprehensive 
description of how those events during the fateful night of 31 May/1 June 1942 unfolded. The story 
will be told by expert narrators from the Naval Historical Society. 

One midget submarine became entangled in the boom defence net. The second was depth charged 
and sunk while the third fired its two torpedoes at the USS Chicago and escaped from the harbour. 

All three crews died in the attack. 19 Royal Australian Navy and two Royal Navy personnel were killed 
when one of the torpedoes that missed the USS Chicago detonated on the eastern sea wall of Garden 
Island under the moored HMAS Kuttabul used as an accommodation vessel. 

Come join the cruise to learn more detail about that incredible night. 

Light lunch, coffee and tea included. 

Sydney Under Japanese Attack 1942: 

Anniversary Cruise on the Harbour 

31 May 2021 

Three Hour Cruise 
Date and Time 
Mon., 31 May 2021 
10:00 am – 1:00 pm AEST 
 
Location 
Campbells Cove Jetty 
Circular Quay West 
The Rocks, NSW 2000 
 
More details on Eventbrite 

 
 

 

This cruise highlights 
the events of 31 May 
1942 when three 
Japanese midget 
submarines entered 
Sydney Harbour to 
attack Allied warships. 

Book Online 

Through Eventbrite 

 

Adult    A$75.00 

Concession   A$67.00 

Child under 15 years  A$35.00 

Family (2 adults + 2 children) A$185.00 

NHSA or SHF Member  A$60.00 

 

Link 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/sydney-under-japanese-attack-1942-anniversary-cruise-on-the-harbour-tickets-147364650637?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

