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Fleet arrival in Sydney – 4 October 1913 
 
 

 

 
At an Imperial Conference held in 1909, it was decided to deploy to Australian waters a naval unit 
consisting of at least a battle cruiser, three second class cruisers, six destroyers, three submarines 
and a number of auxiliaries. Detailed discussions were held on 19 August 1909 between 
representatives of the British Admiralty and the Australian Government that resulted in a decision to 
proceed with the establishment of an Australian Fleet Unit. The first units of this Navy, the destroyers, 
HMA Ships Yarra and Parramatta, reached Australian waters in November 1910 and in the following 
year on 10 July 1911, His Majesty King George V granted the title of 'Royal Australian Navy' to the 
Commonwealth Naval Forces. 
 
In June 1912, a third destroyer, HMAS Warrego was commissioned at Sydney and in 1913 the battle 
cruiser, HMAS Australia and the light cruisers, HMA Ships Melbourne and Sydney arrived in Australian 
waters. On the 4 October 1913, the Australian Fleet entered Sydney harbour for the first time and in 
October of the same year formal control of these units passed to the Commonwealth Naval Board. 
Thus, direct Imperial control came to a conclusion.  
 
The newspaper article below is from the Sydney Morning Herald, Monday 6 October 1913, page 5 

The Naval Historical Society of Australia 
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HMAS Australia entering Sydney Harbour 

 
 
 

 
HMAS Sydney entering Sydney Harbour 


